
 Honors English 10 Summer Reading Assignment and Titles 

 ***Students are required to read ONE book from the following list. Complete the activities listed at the bottom 
 of this document. 

 *Mature Content Statement: 
 Please talk with your child about what he or she plans to read.  We are sensitive to appropriate reading material 
 but also recognize that what is appropriate varies widely by family.  Most are concerned only that their children 
 be able to find something motivating to read and have no restrictions on what they allow.  Others have 
 objections to the horror genre, for instance. 

 We ask that if you have concerns about what your child reads, please stay aware of his or her summer reading 
 book and assist in gauging the content and maturity level you would like to maintain with your child. While all 
 the books on the list are deemed to have strong literary merit and are valuable additions to Homestead’s 
 curriculum, books that include content that some may find sensitive to young adults are marked as mature 
 content.  Your child may switch books at any time if he or she becomes uncomfortable with the material. 

 Assignment: 
 As you read, annotate your book. If you do not want to write in the book, use sticky notes or another method to 
 collect your observations. Look for significant passages, symbolism, structural choices, interesting syntax, word 
 choice, emerging themes, etc. When you finish reading, make a list of at least three themes in the novel. For 
 each theme, write a short paragraph in which you explain  how  the author conveys the theme. What methods did 
 he or she use that led you to that conclusion? Bring the list and explanations to class the first day of school. 

 Please contact Mrs. Vickrey at  nvickrey@sacs.k12.in.us  if you have any questions. 

 Work  Image  Description  Extra Links 

 Cry, the Beloved 
 Country  (Alan 
 Paton) 

 Year Published: 
 1948 

 Cry the Beloved Country  is the deeply 
 moving story of the Zulu pastor 
 Stephen Kumalo and his son Absalom, 
 set against the background of a land 
 and a people riven by racial injustice. 

 Interview Discussing Impact of the 
 Novel 

 NPR This Week’s Must Read 

 Internet Archive 

 A Doll’s House  by 
 Henrik Ibsen 

 Year Published: 
 1879 

 “  A Doll's House  is a three-act play in 
 prose by Henrik Ibsen.The play is 
 significant for its critical attitude 
 toward 19th century marriage norms. 
 Ibsen was inspired by the belief that 
 ‘a woman cannot be herself in 
 modern society,’ since it is ‘an 
 exclusively male society, with laws 
 made by men and with prosecutors 
 and judges who assess feminine 
 conduct from a masculine 
 standpoint.’” 

 “Rethinking Life Inside the Doll’s 
 House” 

mailto:nvickrey@sacs.k12.in.us
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/the-terry-lane-interviews-cry-the-beloved-country/3214626
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/the-terry-lane-interviews-cry-the-beloved-country/3214626
https://www.npr.org/2013/12/07/249494288/cry-the-beloved-country-and-nelson-mandela
https://whyy.org/segments/rethinking-life-inside-dolls-house/
https://whyy.org/segments/rethinking-life-inside-dolls-house/


 Ethan Frome  (Edith 
 Wharton) 

 Year Published: 
 1911 

 When is it necessary to reinvent one’s 
 self? How can one person change 
 society? What is the responsibility of 
 the individual toward society? Set 
 against the frozen waste of a harsh 
 New England winter, Edith Wharton's 
 Ethan Frome  is a tale of despair and 
 forbidden emotions. 

 Podcast about the novel 

 Internet Archive 

 The Poisonwood 
 Bible  by Barbara 
 Kingsolver 

 Year Published: 
 1998 

 “  The Poisonwood Bible  is a story told 
 by the wife and four daughters of 
 Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical 
 Baptist who takes his family and 
 mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. 
 They carry with them everything they 
 believe they will need from home, but 
 soon find that all of it—from garden 
 seeds to Scripture—is calamitously 
 transformed on African soil.” 

 1998 New York Times Book 
 Review 

 2013  Book Review from  The 
 Guardian 

 Internet Archive 

 The Scarlet Letter 
 by Nathaniel 
 Hawthorne 

 Year Published: 
 1850 

 “Hawthorne’s ‘The Scarlet Letter’ is 
 arguably the first classic of American 
 literature. While the language 
 Hawthorne uses is often archaic, this is 
 in fact an astonishingly modern novel 
 in its treatment of its subject matter, 
 and in its construction. While the plot 
 is quite straightforward, and the cast of 
 characters limited, behind this relative 
 simplicity is a novel of huge 
 complexity and subtlety.” 

 'The Scarlet Letter' by Nathaniel 
 Hawthorne, Reviewed 

 Internet Archive 

https://dianerehm.org/shows/2012-02-22/readers-review-ethan-frome-edith-wharton
http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/10/11/daily/kingsolver-book-review.html
http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/10/11/daily/kingsolver-book-review.html
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/may/03/poisonwood-bible-kinsolver-book-club
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/may/03/poisonwood-bible-kinsolver-book-club
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1886/04/the-scarlet-letter-by-nathaniel-hawthorne/304668/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1886/04/the-scarlet-letter-by-nathaniel-hawthorne/304668/

